
STAR WARS: A NEW HOPE - 6 Act Structure Example 
Act 1: Setup 

• Princess Leia's ship is captured and she hides the Death Star plans in R2-D2 before being 
taken prisoner by Darth Vader 

• The droids escape to Tatooine and are captured by Jawas, then sold to Luke's family 
• Luke discovers part of Leia's message while cleaning R2-D2, R2-D2 runs away that night 
• Luke finds Ben Kenobi and learns his father was a Jedi Knight killed by Vader 
• Luke returns home to find his family murdered by Imperial troops, leaving him no choice 

but to join Obi-Wan's mission 
Act 2: New Situa0on 

• Luke and Obi-Wan travel to Mos Eisley to find passage off Tatooine, hiring Han Solo  
• They escape Tatooine on the Millennium Falcon, discover Alderaan has been destroyed  
• The Falcon is captured by the Death Star, forcing the group to hide  
• They learn Leia is being held prisoner and Luke convinces the others to rescue her 
• The rescue mission begins, they infiltrate the detenQon center disguised as stormtroopers 

Act 3: Progress 
• The group rescues Leia, becomes trapped in the detenQon block with stormtroopers  
• They escape thru garbage chute, nearly get crushed in trash compactor, R2-D2 saves them 
• Obi-Wan confronts former apprenQce Darth Vader in a lightsaber duel while the others 

reach the Falcon 
• Obi-Wan allows Vader to strike him down, becomes one with the Force as the group 

escapes the Death Star 
• The rebels reach the hidden base on Yavin 4, analysis of Death Star plans reveals weakness 

Act 4: Complica0ons and Higher Stakes 
• The Death Star tracks the rebels to Yavin 4, begins approach to destroy the rebel base 
• Luke volunteers to join assault mission despite his inexperience as a fighter pilot 
• The rebel aUack begins, mulQple squadrons aUempt to reach the Death Star's exhaust port  
• Many rebel pilots are shot down by the Death Star's defenses and Darth Vader 
• Luke begins his final aUack run as one of the last remaining pilots, with the Death Star 

almost in range to fire on the base 
Act 5: Crisis / Final Push / Climax 

• Luke's aUack run conQnues as he's pursued by Darth Vader, who senses the Force is strong 
with this young pilot 

• Obi-Wan's spirit guides Luke to turn off his targeQng computer and use the Force instead 
• Han Solo returns at the crucial moment to save Luke from Vader's aUack, knocking Vader's 

ship out of the baUle 
• Luke successfully destroys the Death Star by using the Force to guide his proton torpedoes 

into the exhaust port 
• The Death Star explodes completely, dealing a major blow to the Empire and saving the 

rebel base 
Act 6: AEermath 

• The rebel alliance celebrates their unexpected victory against the Empire's ulQmate 
weapon 

• Princess Leia presents medals to Luke and Han in a formal ceremony honoring their 
heroism 

• Luke has completed his transformaQon from farm boy to hero and taken his first steps 
toward becoming a Jedi, giving us a glimmer of hope for the new friends and the galaxy 


